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Washington due to the current flooding crisis 
threatening families. 

1) H.R. 1553—Small Bank Exam Cycle Re-
form Act—AYE 

2) H.R. 1839—Reforming Access for Invest-
ments in Startup Enterprises—AYE 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROGER WILLIAMS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
518 on final passage of H.R. 348, Responsibly 
and Professionally Invigorating Development 
Act of 2015, I would have voted Aye, which is 
consistent with my position on this legislation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE INFORMA-
TION CENTER 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize The Information Center on their 
40th anniversary. The accomplishments of this 
long-standing non-profit agency exemplify the 
importance and strength of public-private part-
nerships in our communities. 

Founded in 1975 in Taylor, Michigan, The 
Information Center was created to inform citi-
zens of the over 10,000 resources available to 
them, including both private sector assistance 
and public services offered by their local, 
state, and federal governments. Since becom-
ing the first organization in Michigan to be cer-
tified by the national Alliance for Information 
and Referral Services, the Information Center 
has become an indispensible tool for con-
necting people with the human service re-
sources that fit their individual needs. Learning 
from their experience in our communities, The 
Information Center has expanded over the 
years and has initiated programs that address 
unemployment, health and wellness, housing, 
transportation, veterans services, financial and 
legal assistance, disability advocacy and other 
human services. In addition, The Information 
Center emphasizes support for our seniors by 
providing options for home care and caregiver 
training that respects the dignity and encour-
ages the independence of older Americans. 

For 40 years, The Information Center has 
held itself to the highest standards to ensure 
that our residents always have somewhere to 
turn. The most recent report from the Michigan 
Department of Community Health ranked The 
Information Center as best in the county and 
second best in the state for quality assurance 
in their work with seniors. Their tireless efforts 
have helped the citizens of Southeast Michi-
gan with comprehensive, community-based 
programs that help control the cost of care for 
our elders and provide peace of mind to our 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in gratitude to honor The Information 
Center on their 40th anniversary and wish 
them many more years of success. 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATION’S FIRST 
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize an outstanding landmark to commu-
nity health and welfare. This year marks the 
50th anniversary of the nation’s Community 
Health Center program Community Health 
Centers (CHC) are the family doctor to over 
23 million Americans and, as such, are the 
largest network of primary care providers in 
the country. The CHC model is distinguished 
by its comprehensive range of health services, 
recognizing the particular needs and charac-
teristics of the communities they serve. Com-
munity Health Centers are located exclusively 
in medically-underserved areas, providing 
needed care for communities and populations 
that do not have adequate access to care. 
Community involvement in CHCs is guaran-
teed by the requirement that Federal Qualified 
Health Centers must have governing boards of 
directors that have patients of the center hold-
ing at least 51% of the board seats. 

In the 8th Congressional District of Massa-
chusetts we are particularly proud because the 
nation’s first community health center opened 
in December 1965 on Columbia Point in Bos-
ton’s Dorchester neighborhood. Drs. Jack Gei-
ger and Count Gibson of Tufts Medical School 
founded the Columbia Point Health Center in 
order to meet the needs of the residents of an 
isolated public housing project, cut off from the 
City’s health resources. Drs. Geiger and Gib-
son opened a rural center shortly thereafter in 
the Delta region of Mississippi. From that start, 
the community health center program ex-
panded throughout the country. In 1985, Co-
lumbia Point Health Center joined with the 
Neponset Health Center to form Harbor Health 
Services, Inc. And in 1990, the Columbia Point 
Health Center moved into a new building and 
was renamed Geiger Gibson Community 
Health Center in honor of the founders of the 
national movement. 

Mr. Speaker, there are now over 1,270 com-
munity health centers providing services at 
9,000 sites across the country. CHCs have 
become the primary source of medical, dental, 
behavioral health, substance abuse treatment, 
social services and other community health 
services for neighborhoods and rural commu-
nities that would otherwise be inadequately 
served. And CHCs have also provided em-
ployment and career opportunities for thou-
sands of local residents. 

Mr. Speaker, fifty years ago it all began in 
Dorchester, Massachusetts. I am proud to rise 
today to recognize and honor what has be-
come a national model for providing services 
to our country’s underserved areas and urge 
my colleagues to join me in acknowledging the 
efforts of our Community Health Centers. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,150,557,110,995.00. We’ve 
added $7,523,680,062,081.92 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

TAIWAN NATIONAL DAY 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate our nation’s historic re-
lationship with Taiwan on their 104th National 
Day. These occasions remind us to reflect on 
our past successes and look forward with re-
newed commitment to what we may accom-
plish together in the days and months ahead. 

Just last week, the United States House of 
Representatives expressed in a resounding 
and unified voice our support of the 2016 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act. In this Act, 
Congress declared its support of Taiwan 
through numerous policy provisions, including 
the new ‘‘South China Sea Initiative’’. 

It is more important now than ever, for this 
Administration to declare with a resounding 
voice that it joins with Congress in recognizing 
the importance of a vibrant bilateral relation-
ship with Taiwan. We look forward with eager 
anticipation to Taiwan’s exercise of democracy 
in their upcoming January elections. They are 
a model of freedom to a region plagued by in-
stability and the heavy hand of government. 

The Taiwan Strait is of critical importance to 
our national and global security and both the 
United States and Taiwan must continue to 
prioritize investment in defense capabilities 
that will secure its peace. I congratulate Tai-
wan on their 104th National Day and ask for 
their continued partnership with the United 
States. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. CHRIS 
SMITH 

HON. BRAD R. WENSTRUP 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 8, 2015 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Mr. Chris Smith on his retire-
ment and thank him for his many years of 
service to Clermont County and Ohio. 

Chris Smith has a long and distinguished 
record of service to Clermont County, and is 
remembered for his invaluable commitment to 
the local economic development throughout 
his career. 

With decades of business experience, in-
cluding 20 years in the banking industry and 
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